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State lawmakers and Gov. Andrew Cuomo appear to have a deal today on many of the major issues at the Capitol: redistricting, expanding the DNA database, pension reform and legalizing gambling with up to seven casinos.

Lawmakers are expected to work into the night on passing at least parts of the agreement, including passage of new district lines for the 213 seats of the Legislature and expanding the DNA database.

The new pension tier would increase the retirement age from 62 to 63, not 65 as Cuomo had proposed, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, D-Manhattan, said.

Rather than increasing the employee contribution level at $30,000, as the governor had wanted, the threshold would be $45,000. The governor had wanted employees in the new pension tier to have a choice of a 401(k)-type option rather than the traditional defined-benefit plan, but Silver said that plan would not be included.

The agreement is also expected to exclude firefighters and police officers in New York City, which was first reported by the Daily News today.

Public-employee unions have been lobbying heavily at the Capitol, and in television and radio commercials, for Cuomo to back down on the new pension tier. If approved, the pension deal would be a significant scale back to Cuomo’s initial proposal.

The deal for a constitutional amendment on casinos would provide for a total of seven, Silver said. There are no other specifications, Silver said, and a law next year would likely spell out where they would be placed.

“We will deal with where, when, how next year in legislation,” Silver said of the casinos.

The state has nine racetracks with video-lottery terminals, and they have been lobbying heavily to be allowed to have full-scale casinos with table games.

A constitutional amendment would have to be approved by two separately elected legislatures. After that, the amendment would have to be approved by voters – the earliest being November 2013.

The DNA database would be expanded to include all felony and misdemeanor convictions. The one change to the initial proposal would be that a first-time offender convicted on a misdemeanor marijuana charge would not have DNA collected, said Sen. Stephen Saland, R-Poughkeepsie, the sponsor of the bill.

Silver said the DNA legislation has provisions that would entitle defendants certain discovery rights, post conviction and to have DNA testing done on their own.
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